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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR 

SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING 
GENEVA FOR MEPC DEL 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND GUIDANCE FOLLOWING IS PARTIAL 
EXCERPT FROM DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN S PRESS BRIEFING APRIL 5, 
1974: 


QUOTE: MR. KING: A MEMBER OF THE OFFICE IS PASSING OUT TO 
YOU A JOINT STATEMENT ON U.S. -SAUDI COOPERATION. I WOULD 
LIKE TO READ IT IN THE RECORD. THE TEXT OF THE ANNOUNCEMENT 
IS AS FOLLOWS: 

"FOLLOWING DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE KING- 
DOM OF SAUDI ARABIA AND THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, THE 
TWO COUNTRIES ARE PREPARED TO EXPAND AND GIVE MORE CONCRETE 
EXPRESSION TO COOPERATION IN THE FIELD OF ECONOMICS, 
TECHNOLOGY AND INDUSTRY, AND IN THE SUPPLY OF THE KINGDOM S 
REQUIREMENTS FOR DEFENSIVE PURPOSES. 

"HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS PRINCE FAHD BIN ABD-AL-AZIZ HAS ACCEPTED 
AN INVITATION TO VISIT THE UNITED STATES IN THE NEAR FUTURE 
TO DISCUSS THESE MATTERS WITH PRESIDENT NIXON AND SECRETARY 
OF STATE KISSINGER. 

IN MOVING TO STRENGTHEN THEIR RELATIONS, BOTH GOVERNMENTS 
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REAFFIRM THEIR HOPE THAT A JUST AND DURABLE PEACE WILL BE 
REALIZED IN THE MIDDLE EAST SO THAT ALL ITS PEOPLES MAY 
ENJOY STABILITY AND WORK FOR THE DEVELOPMENT AND PROSPERITY 
OF THE REGION." 

NOW, IT IS WELL-KNOWN THAT THE UNITED STATES HAS HAD A LONG 
AND CLOSE RELATIONSHIP WITH SAUDI ARABIA, STEMMING FROM 
OUR MUTUAL INTERESTS IN THE PEACE AND STABILITY IN THE PER 
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SIAN GULF, ARABIAN PENINSULA AREA, IN THE IMPORTANT ROLE 
OF THE AMERICAN OIL COMPANIES IN THE AREA, AND ALSO IN OUR 
LONGSTANDING SUPPORT, GOING BACK SOME DECADES, FOR SAUDI 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND MODERNIZATION OF SAUDI ARABIAN 
DEFENSE FORCES. 

NOW, DESPITE THESTRAINEDRELATIONS WHICH AROSE DURING THE 
OIL EMBARGO, WE HAVE REMAINED IN CLOSE TOUCH WITH OUR 
SAUDI FRIENDS. SINCE THE EMBARGO HAS BEEN LIFTED, WE HAVE 
BEEN DISCUSSING IN A MORE CONCRETE WAY HOW WE CAN 
DEEPEN AND EXTEND OUR COOPERATION IN A NUMBER OF RESPECTS, 
ESPECIALLY IN THE AREAS OF ECONOMICS, TECHNOLOGY AND 
INDUSTRY. 

NOW, IT IS PREMATURE TO SPECULATE ON WHAT SPECIFIC FORMS 
THIS COOPERATION WILL TAKE. WE ARE TALKING WITH THE 
SAUDIS ABOUT ESTABLISHING SOME MECHANISMS - FOR EXAMPLE, 
JOINT COMMISSIONS ON ECONOMIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL EFFORTS 
HAVE BEEN MENTIONED IN SOME REPORTS I HAVE SEEN RECENTLY. 

BUT AS I SAID, IT IS A LITTLE EARLY TO SPECULATE ON JUST 
WHAT THE FORMS WILL BE TO EMERGE FROM FURTHER DISCUSSIONS. 

WHAT IS IMPORTANT TO KEEP IN MIND HERE IS OUR PURPOSE - 
AND THAT IS TO BROADEN AND DEEPEN THE ENTIRE UNITED STATES- 
SAUDI ARABIAN RELATIONSHIP IN WAYS THAT WILL ENHANCE 
STABILITY IN THE MIDDLE EAST, TO SUPPORT OUR EFFORTS TO 
ACHIEVE A JUST AND DURABLE SETTLEMENT IN THE AREA, AND TO 
BRING ABOUT CONSTRUCTIVE COOPERATION IN AREAS OF IMPORTANCE 
TO GLOBAL ECONOMIC ORDER. AND I WOULD INCLUDE IN THAT 
QUESTIONS OF ENERGY AND INTERNATIONAL MONETARY AFFAIRS. 

FINALLY, IT IS IMPORTANT TO NOTE HERE THAT THIS INITIATIVE 
DOES NOT REPRESENT ANY CHANGE IN OUR MIDDLE EAST POLICY IN 
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RESPECT TO OUR CONTINUED SUPPORT FOR THE INDEPENDENCE AND 
INTEGRITY OF ISRAEL. 

Q. WHO IS PRINCE FAHD? 

A. HE IS SAUDI ARABIA'S SECOND DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER. HE 
IS ADDITIONALLY THE MINISTER OF INTERIOR AND CHAIRMAN OF 
THE SAUDI CABINET COMMITTEE WHICH IS CONCERNED WITH 
ECONOMIC AND INVESTMENT POLICY MATTERS. 

Q. WHAT ABOUT REPORTS THAT THE DISCUSSIONS HAVE INCLUDED 
TALKS OF SELLING THE SAUDIS A NUMBER OF FIGHTER JETS? 

A. WELL, THEY WILL CONCERN SAUDI DEFENSE AND SECURITY 
AFFAIRS, OBVIOUSLY. BUT WITH RESPECT TO THE SPECIFIC 
QUESTION I GATHER YOU ARE RAISING THE MATTER OF THE SALE 
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OF AMERICAN F-4 AIRCRAFT TO SAUDI ARABIA, THAT WHOLE 
MATTER IS NOT REALLY ADVANCED BEYOND WHERE WE LAST LEFT IT. 
THERE IS NOTHING TO REPORT. THE SAUDIS CONTINUE TO 
EXAMINE VARIOUS OPTIONS TO MEET THEIR LONG-TERM AIR DEFENSE 
REQUIREMENTS. 

Q. DOES THIS REPRESENT A CHANGE IN THE ADMINISTRATION'S 
ATTITUDE TOWARDS BILATERAL DEALS BETWEEN CONSUMER COUNTRIES 
AND ENERGY PRODUCING COUNTRIES? 

A. NO. IT DOES NOT. 

Q. HAS THERE BEEN CONSULTATION WITH THE COMMON MARKET ON 
THIS? 

A. LET ME JUST SAY, IN ANSWER TO YOUR FIRST QUESTION THAT 
WE ARE NOT ENGAGED IN ANY DISCUSSIONS WITH THE SAUDIS TO 
GAIN A PREFERRED POSITION AT THE EXPENSE OF OTHER CONSUM- 
ING NATIONS WITH RESPECT TO THE PURCHASE OF SAUDI ARABIAN 
OIL. 

THE UNITED STATES INTENDS TO CONTINUE TO PRESS FOR MULTI 
LATERAL SOLUTIONS TO THE WORLD PETROLEUM PROBLEM. 

NOW, YOU ASKED SOMETHING ELSE. 
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Q. YES - ABOUT CONSULTATIONS WITH THE COMMON MARKET 
ABOUT OUR DEVELOPING RELATIONSHIP WITH SAUDI ARABIA. 

A. YES. WE HAVE CONSULTED WITH THE EUROPEANS, WITH 
JAPAN AND ISRAEL, AS WELL AS WITH OTHER ARAB STATES HAVING 
BEEN INFORMED. 

Q. IS THIS NOT IN FACT A MAJOR U.S. COMMITMENT TO HELP IN 
THE INDUSTRIALIZATION OF SAUDI ARABIA, INCLUDING THE 
CONSTRUCTION OF A 200-MILLION-TON-A-YEAR STEEL MILL? 

A. WELL, THE QUESTION OF AMERICAN PARTICIPATION IN SAUDI 
ARABIA'S INDUSTRIALIZATION AND ITS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
OBVIOUSLY IS ONE OF THOSE MATTERS THAT WE EXPECT WILL BE 
TOUCHED ON IN THESE DISCUSSIONS AS THEY GO FORWARD. BUT 
Y OUKNOWALREADY THAT A NUMBER OF AMERICAN COMPANIES, AND 
POSSIBLY SOME EUROPEANS, ARE ALREADY EXPLORING WAYS WITH 
THE SAUDIS ABOUT POSSIBLE JOINT VENTURES INVOLVING 
AMERICAN TECHNOLOGY AND PRIVATE SECTOR CAPABILITIES, AND 
SAUDI CAPITAL AND NATURAL RESOURCES, WHICH WOULD BE GAS 
AND OIL. BUT ABOUT A STEEL MILL, I HAVE NOTHING SPECIFIC. 
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Q. COULD YOU TF.LT. US ALSO THE FORM THESE DISCUSSIONS WITH 
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA TOOK. WAS 
THIS AMBASSADOR AKINS TALKING TO PRINCE FAHD, OR HOW DID 
THAT TAKE PLACE, AND OVER WHAT PERIOD OF TIME? 

A. WELL, I AM ALWAYS RELUCTANT TO GET INTO A CLINICAL 
DISCUSSION OF HOW WE DO OUR BUSINESS. BUT GIVEN THE NATURE 
OF THE SUBIECT MATTER WE HAVE BEEN DEALING WITH, IT WOULD 
INVOLVE A NUMBER OF PEOPLE. BUT IT IS A MATTER OF CHANNELS 
THAT WE HAVE WITH THE SAUDI GOVERNMENT. I SEE NOTHING 
MYSTERIOUS ABOUT THAT. 

Q. WELL, WERE MOST OF THE DISCUSSIONS CARRIED ON IN SAUDI 
ARABIA, OR HERE? 

A. I WOULD SUPPOSE MOST OF THEM WERE CARRIED ON THERE. 

MR. KING: I WOULD LIKE TO COME BACK TO DAVID BINDER'S 
QUESTION, WITH RESPECT TO THE EXTENT O 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE, ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE, FOREIGN RELATIONS, PRESS CONFERENCES, INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
COOPERATION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 05 APR 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974STATE069226 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: JEBRIGGS 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740092-0207, D740077-0729 

From: STATE 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740464/aaaacgga.tel 

Line Count: 234 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN NEA 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 5 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: golinofr 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 06 MAY 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <06 MAY 2002 by bryansd0>; APPROVED <06 JUN 2002 by golinofr> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING GENEVA FOR MEPC DEL 
TAGS: PFOR, SA, US 
To: JIDDA MULTIPLE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



